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EXECUTIVE ORDER 

*-•- — — * 

ORGANIZATION OF THE RESERVE UNITS OF 
THE ARTJIED FORCES 

7HEREAS it is the traditional national secxirity policy of the United 
States to place great reliance in organized citizen's forces supporting 
regular armed forces of the minimum size consistent rath national defense: 
and 

l/'/HEREAS the national secirrity requires that rc 3 ;:'*ve components of 
appropriate strength and maximum effectiveness exist throughout the Nation; 


WHEREAS it is essential that the trained citizens who have completed 
a period of service in the armed forces continue to bo available to the 
Nation: 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution and Statutes, and as President of the United States and Commander in 
Chief of the armed forces, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

^1« The Secretaiy of Defense, and the head of each department in the 
National Military Establishment, shall proceed vi/ithout delay, utilizing 
every practicable resource of the regular componets of the armed forces, to 
organize all reservo compoftent units, and to train such additional individ- 
uals now or hereafter members of the active rc -^erve, as may be required for 
the national security; and to establish viroi'oi..s and progressive programs 
of appropriate instruction and training for all elements of the reserve com- 
ponents, including the National Guard. 

2, The Secretary of Defense shall within 60 daj s after the date of this 
OTder submit to the President a report showing the action which has been taken 
^ the National Military Establishmect in respect hereof, and any propos:ed 
legislation or other measures deemed necassary or appropriate in the int-rest 
the maxifflian effectiveness of the reserve components of the armed forces, 

3. Every citizen is urged to do his utmost in aiding the development 
of effective reserve components of our armed forces, and evoiy person who 
IS a member of a reserve component of the armed forces or who is qualified 
to become one is urged to take an active part in building up the strong 

higl^y trained reserve forces which arc so vital to the defense of the 
unx-ted States . 


THE MITE HOUSE 
October 15, 1948 


(sgd) HARRY S TRUMAN 


Reproduced at Hq Det CIA, 
Wash, D,C. 1 November 1948 
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